
Decmabar 26, 1974 

Dr. Yehuda Elkana 
Th8 Van Leer Jerueal8m Foundation 
43 Jabotinsky Street 
P.O. Box 4070 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Yehuda, dear Yehudit, 

Your note addressed to me at haae must have croe88d my official 
comunication about our haviug to cancsl our plans about coxing to 
Israel next month. My maother also just called me - which pleased ue 
very much since we did not hav8 her new tslephone number in Jerusalem - 
and pprntFon@d that ehe had just talked to you. We are really 80 grateful 
to you both for your personal consideration and for all of th8 
arrangements you have been making about our visit that your letter could 
hav8 no other result but wake UE feel vmy, very guilty, But I am afraid 
it just really is impossible for ue to go through with our original 
Pl= - not for any single reason but just the accueulatlon of a vast 
number of other small obligations and dffflcultiee. Ae a matter of fact, 
just at th8 momant things are going very w811 at hcme although w8 had 
eom horrmdoue problems with houeekeepera and eo forth but we are 
diecovering that with all of the things that w8 are involvad in that 
wm really cannot deviatadfrtm a pretty ccmetrained pattern of life and 
that gives us jwt too little margin to be able to do evan something 
80 delightful as the trip that WC had been pbnnlng. I hop8 we will have 
a chanc8 to axplain this to you and that it does not 18ave a reeldw,of 
resentment. Believe x8, I know that you hav8 gone to such a great deal 
of trouble in order to help wake this poseible. 

on8 of my concerns 18 to have enough tirm to writ8 my Chapter for 
the book which I am afraid is going to be vaetly overdue in any case and 
could not poseibly hav8 bccsn ready in time for our trip. It is not baehfulnesa 
about not having it r8ady but just looking for the time that Is the 
coneideration hsre. 

I hav8 Yehudit’e letter asking about the anzynre and I hav8 passed 
that on to Dusk0 to eee what might be poeeible there. 

As to ecientffic matters, WB alro have Yehudit’s manuscript which 
is certainly a good small paper but our collactive judgmnt here MB 
unanlmouely that it was eo completely overtaken by the more recent finding8 
that there would be little point In publishing it as a scsparate note. 
We are juet at the point of flnlehing a good first draft of the compreheneiw 



Dr. Y. Elk&na -29 12/26/74 

paper and Ron Harris will be sending this very shortly to you for your own 
approval as, needless to say, you should be one of the principal co- 
authors. I think when you 888 it you w&ll understand what we maan about 
the futility of sending out a ecnall bite in the form of that separate note. 
As you will see from the manuecrlpt, although in many respects the work 
has gone very, vary well, w8 still do not hava definite proof of an inter- 
specific transfer behieen H. coli end k. eubtilie. But there are Several 
v8ry promAe%ng lines that may? tha lie to that etateemnt emu by th8 hour. 

One other line of work that I have gotten started with a new poet- 
doctoral fellow, Betty Cohen, who hae becw out of eclsntific work for 10 
year8 and Is juet caeing back in, is to 888 if we can find better 
experimental material than we have been using until now in the laboratory. 
The main idaa is to look in nature for those organleme whoec rate8 of growth, 
compatabillty with the variety of media, eemnabillity to our other 
axparlmmtal procedures have alrmdy been eelacted for before we decided on 
pursuing a givm line of organism rather than accepting what has baen given 
to UB in the past. Considering how much ti.88 w8 wa8te waiting for the eubtilie 
plates to grow up and our problem ID daaling with contaminants and so on and 
so forth, I think you can See what ~13 are driving at. We already have a number 
of very promising candidate8 - not yet taxonomically Identified - and if you 
have other epeclmeme that you would like us to look at from thfs standpoint, 
we would of course be interested to see them. One of the desiderata ie a very 
rapid rate of growth of th8 organiem 08 simple defined media. 

Yehuda wae coemmting that h8 has hserd so little from me; perhape I 
have to maire the reciprocal etatemnt. What vae the outcome of your grant 
application for instance? What are your facilltise for doing research? 
I almoet do n&t want to ask you about the general 8ituation that pravaila 
in Israel at the present time although I know that you are likely to be 
lee8 gloomy about it than wa are. Well, I really am going to try to stay 
in better touch with all of you and certainly we think of you all the time 
with the greatest fondness. 

Thank you eepeclally for eeeing my mother end for the arrengemante that 
you are -ouraging her to mak8, all of which Sound very poeitlva indeed. 
I hope 8h8 will haVe had a Chanc8 to 8h0~ you emte Of the picture8 Of &%nie 
and the rest of the family that w8 have b88n e8nding her from time to tim8. 

SSncerely yours, 

Joshua L8derberg 
Htofeeeor of Canetics 


